
26.81% 141

4.37% 23

9.70% 51

6.84% 36

3.99% 21

1.90% 10

46.39% 244

Q1 Which location best describes where you live? (If you don't live in
Allamakee County, please take the Non-Resident Worker survey

instead).
Answered: 526 Skipped: 3

TOTAL 526

Rural
Allamakee...

Harpers Ferry

Lansing

New Albin

Postville

Waterville

Waukon

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Rural Allamakee County (outside of city limits)

Harpers Ferry

Lansing

New Albin

Postville

Waterville

Waukon
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2.70% 14

91.33% 474

0.39% 2

2.50% 13

3.28% 17

Q2 Which best describes the building where you live?
Answered: 519 Skipped: 10

Total Respondents: 519  

Mobile home

House detached
from any oth...

Townhouse
(one-family...

Duplex,
triplex or...

Apartment

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Mobile home

House detached from any other house

Townhouse (one-family house attached to one or more houses)

Duplex, triplex or four-plex

Apartment
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57.33% 301

29.52% 155

9.14% 48

4.00% 21

Q3 Do you own your home?
Answered: 525 Skipped: 4

Total Respondents: 525  

Yes, and I
have a...

Yes, and it's
paid for (no...

No, I rent

No, I live
with a frien...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Yes, and I have a mortgage, contract, or loan

Yes, and it's paid for (no mortgage)

No, I rent

No, I live with a friend or relative rent-free
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10.25% 54

18.79% 99

20.87% 110

50.09% 264

Q4 How long have you lived in this home
Answered: 527 Skipped: 2

TOTAL 527

0-1 year

2-4 years

5-9 years

10 years or
more

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

0-1 year

2-4 years

5-9 years

10 years or more
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15.40% 81

40.87% 215

3.23% 17

37.07% 195

3.42% 18

Q5 Which one of these best describes your household (do not include
children living elsewhere)?

Answered: 526 Skipped: 3

TOTAL 526

1 adult, 0
children

2 or more
adults, 0...

1 adult, 1 or
more children

2 adults, 1 or
more children

3 or more
adults, 1 or...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

1 adult, 0 children

2 or more adults, 0 children

1 adult, 1 or more children

2 adults, 1 or more children

3 or more adults, 1 or more children
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0.57% 3

40.00% 210

43.81% 230

15.62% 82

Q6 Which category best describes your age group?
Answered: 525 Skipped: 4

TOTAL 525

Less than 20
years old

20-44 years old

45 - 64 years
old

65 years or
older

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Less than 20 years old

20-44 years old

45 - 64 years old

65 years or older
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Q7 For each person in the household who is employed, please answer
the following:

Answered: 467 Skipped: 62

1 / 3

Allamakee County Resident Housing Survey SurveyMonkey



In which county do you work?

Allamakee County, IA Chickasaw County, IA Clayton County, IA

Fayette County, IA Howard County, IA Winneshiek County, IA

Fillmore County, MN Houston County, MN

La Crosse County, WI (La Crosse) I work from home

Other (please write in below)

Person 1

Person 2

Person 3

Person 4

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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In which county do you work?

80.39%
373

0.22%
1

1.94%
9

0.22%
1

0.65%
3

7.11%
33

0.00%
0

0.22%
1

5.82%
27

1.29%
6

65.07%
231

0.00%
0

1.69%
6

0.56%
2

1.41%
5

10.99%
39

0.00%
0

2.82%
10

7.61%
27

2.54%
9

68.29%
28

0.00%
0

4.88%
2

2.44%
1

2.44%
1

12.20%
5

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

77.78%
7

11.11%
1

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

11.11%
1

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

How many miles is your commute (one-way)?

53.73%
180

27.76%
93

15.22%
51

3.28%
11

 
335

45.02%
113

25.50%
64

17.93%
45

11.55%
29

 
251

37.50%
12

34.38%
11

21.88%
7

6.25%
2

 
32

50.00%
3

50.00%
3

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

 
6

How many miles is your commute (one-way)?

Less than 5 5 to 19 20 to 40 Over 40

Person 1

Person 2

Person 3

Person 4

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

 ALLAMAKEE
COUNTY, IA

CHICKASAW
COUNTY, IA

CLAYTON
COUNTY,
IA

FAYETTE
COUNTY,
IA

HOWARD
COUNTY,
IA

WINNESHIEK
COUNTY, IA

FILLMORE
COUNTY,
MN

HOUSTON
COUNTY,
MN

LA
CROSSE
COUNTY,
WI (LA
CROSSE)

I
WORK
FROM
HOME

OTHER
(PLEASE
WRITE
IN
BELOW)

Person
1

Person
2

Person
3

Person
4

 LESS THAN 5 5 TO 19 20 TO 40 OVER 40 TOTAL

Person 1

Person 2

Person 3

Person 4
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1.54% 8

7.34% 38

20.46% 106

41.70% 216

21.43% 111

3.47% 18

4.05% 21

Q8 What category best describes your total household income (before
taxes) from all sources?

Answered: 518 Skipped: 11

TOTAL 518

Less than
$10,000

$10,000 -
$24,999

$25,000 -
$49,999

$50,000 -
$99,999

$100,000 -
$149,999

$150,000 -
$199,999

$200,000 or
more

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Less than $10,000

$10,000 - $24,999

$25,000 - $49,999

$50,000 - $99,999

$100,000 - $149,999

$150,000 - $199,999

$200,000 or more
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88.10% 459

29.37% 153

15.36% 80

17.27% 90

2.88% 15

2.69% 14

0.96% 5

Q9 Did any of your household income over the past year come from:
Answered: 521 Skipped: 8

Total Respondents: 521  

Wages or salary

Business,
farm, or...

Investment
income

Retirement
income

Disability
income

Child support
payments or...

Government
assistance

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Wages or salary

Business, farm, or self-employment income

Investment income

Retirement income

Disability income

Child support payments or alimony

Government assistance
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22.97% 48

12.44% 26

47.37% 99

25.84% 54

31.10% 65

14.35% 30

31.10% 65

11.00% 23

18.18% 38

3.83% 8

Q10 Have you experienced any of the following difficulties in housing
yourself or your family?

Answered: 209 Skipped: 320

Shortage of
affordable...

Shortage of
larger, high...

Limited
numbers of...

Limited
numbers of...

Lack of newer
(built after...

Lack of new
housing...

Don't have
enough money...

Can't qualify
for a mortga...

Trouble
qualifying f...

Finding
housing that...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Shortage of affordable rental housing

Shortage of larger, higher quality rental housing

Limited numbers of affordable homes for sale

Limited numbers of larger, high quality homes for sale

Lack of newer (built after 1990) homes available

Lack of new housing development

Don't have enough money for required down payment on a home

Can't qualify for a mortgage at today's interest rates and home prices

Trouble qualifying for home financing because of my credit rating

Finding housing that is both accessible for my disability and affordable
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Total Respondents: 209  
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Q11 If you checked more than one of the above, which ONE was the
most important problem:

Answered: 109 Skipped: 420

# RESPONSES DATE

1 Not having money for down payment and living in an old, cold apartment 1/10/2018 8:50 AM

2 Limited # of larger, high quality homes for sale 1/2/2018 12:02 PM

3 Limited number of quality homes for sale 1/2/2018 9:50 AM

4 At the time we bought home prices were high and there was very little available for sale. 12/28/2017 8:43 AM

5 High rent 12/27/2017 8:45 PM

6 Down payment 12/27/2017 5:51 PM

7 limited numbers of affordable homes for sale 12/27/2017 10:26 AM

8 Limited number of affordable homes for sale 12/26/2017 9:06 PM

9 Limited numbers of affordable homes for sale 12/22/2017 9:12 AM

10 Lack of high quality homes and high cost of land 12/21/2017 12:12 PM

11 Limited number of larger, higher quality homes for sale. 12/21/2017 11:54 AM

12 enough money for down payment on a home 12/21/2017 10:43 AM

13 limited number of higher quality homes with at least 4 bedrooms that don't require a remodel or
updating

12/21/2017 10:35 AM

14 Newer housing development 12/17/2017 9:51 PM

15 Can't qualify for home financing 12/15/2017 4:18 PM

16 Limited number of homes that are actually worth what they’re listed for (overpriced fixer uppers) 12/14/2017 2:45 PM

17 rent is very high for young people. more people live in some house or apartment. down payment
on house is very difficult.

12/11/2017 8:56 AM

18 Lack of high quality homes for sale 12/7/2017 2:22 PM

19 One level for accessibility to purchase 12/6/2017 10:04 PM

20 Number of affordable homes for sale. 12/6/2017 3:10 PM

21 floor plan/handicap bathroom 12/5/2017 10:25 PM

22 There was lack of building sites. 12/5/2017 7:45 PM

23 lack of new housing development 12/5/2017 12:42 PM

24 Affordable housing that is updated, that allows pets. 12/5/2017 11:43 AM

25 high quality homes 11/30/2017 2:33 PM

26 Rental Proerty for younger Individuals that is not surrounded by drugs and people involved in
drugs

11/30/2017 1:07 PM

27 NA 11/30/2017 11:05 AM

28 Lack of affordable homes that are newer 11/30/2017 8:44 AM

29 l 11/29/2017 2:09 PM
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30 When we were looking for a home years ago, there were few quality starter homes that we could
afford that were for sale. We got lucky and knew the people who were selling our house so were
able to purchase it before it ever got to a reality agent or was advertised. Even at that we did not
have enough equity/savings to meet the down payment so had to borrow money from family above
and beyond our loan. I believe this problem is worse now. As properties along the river sell for
more money, it seems all property values have gone up, making it difficult for local residents to
purchase properties due to their income and even more difficulty for young families to purchase
homes.

11/29/2017 9:18 AM

31 Finding affordable housing in Lansing. 11/29/2017 9:07 AM

32 Limited numbers of larger, high quality homes for sale. 11/29/2017 8:54 AM

33 Lots of the houses are old and haven't been kept up. 11/28/2017 5:50 PM

34 Limited numbers of affordable homes for sale 11/28/2017 11:17 AM

35 Finding a larger, high quality home 11/28/2017 9:44 AM

36 Interest rates and home prices. 11/28/2017 9:07 AM

37 It is EXTREMELY difficult to find a decent larger (4+bedroom) rental. The last time we moved, it
took me FOUR YEARS of scouring newspapers and the internet to find a rental that was the right
size for our family. When one does become available, it is taken within hours or days.

11/28/2017 8:55 AM

38 finding housing that is both accessible and affordable. 11/28/2017 8:54 AM

39 Low rent 11/27/2017 6:12 PM

40 affordable homes for sale 11/27/2017 10:13 AM

41 limited number of quality homes for sale 11/26/2017 10:26 PM

42 Having enough money for a down payment. 11/24/2017 6:10 AM

43 Qualifying for a loan with our income. 11/23/2017 11:24 AM

44 Lack of quality houses in a variety of price ranges. Could we please have a system for removing
delappitated houses and building new within the neighborhoods that we currently have. This
rejuvenation would be great for the community.

11/22/2017 11:43 AM

45 Wages are too low to be able to save enough money for a down payment 11/22/2017 8:34 AM

46 Houses are too expensive and the ones you can afford are pretty old and hard to heat 11/21/2017 10:16 PM

47 Finding a house that is an upgrade from what we have that has an in-home office or extra
bedroom that could be used as an office. Husband works from home.

11/21/2017 3:54 PM

48 affordable housing 11/21/2017 11:09 AM

49 Shortage of affordable rental housing. 11/21/2017 10:23 AM

50 Shortage of affordable rental housing 11/21/2017 8:53 AM

51 lack of newer homes 11/21/2017 8:39 AM

52 Limited number of affordable homes for sale 11/20/2017 10:24 PM

53 Limited number of affordable houses 11/20/2017 8:48 PM

54 Housing was a problem for us 20 yrs ago but not now 11/20/2017 5:01 PM

55 Limited numbers of affordable homes for sale (hope to buy a farm close to relatives) 11/20/2017 4:14 PM

56 Shortage of affordable rental housing 11/20/2017 10:40 AM

57 Shortage of larger, higher quality rental housing. 11/20/2017 10:17 AM

58 No 11/19/2017 10:33 PM

59 Newer housing that is affordable 11/18/2017 9:44 PM

60 None 11/18/2017 8:09 PM

61 Credit rating 11/18/2017 1:48 PM

62 Need modern small, 2-3 bedroom with garage type homes. 11/17/2017 4:22 PM
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63 Lack of newer homes 11/17/2017 2:26 PM

64 Shortage of affordable rental housing 11/17/2017 2:00 PM

65 Down payment 11/17/2017 6:53 AM

66 Money for downpayment 11/16/2017 8:06 PM

67 Lack of newer homes available 11/16/2017 4:44 PM

68 Limited numbers of affordable homes for sale 11/16/2017 1:44 PM

69 Affordable homes 11/16/2017 12:44 PM

70 disabled 11/16/2017 12:36 PM

71 Lack of newer affordable homes 11/16/2017 12:35 PM

72 Need more houses-newer built/accessible for young and elderly ease 11/16/2017 12:00 PM

73 Lack of reasonable build-ready lots 11/16/2017 10:50 AM

74 Down payment for a home. We now plan to build instead of buy. 11/16/2017 10:20 AM

75 Basically, just finding a place to live. 11/16/2017 7:51 AM

76 Trouble qualifying for home financing. 11/15/2017 11:26 PM

77 Shortage of rental properties 11/15/2017 8:01 PM

78 With the costs of home sales being unable to qualify for a mortgage based upon my income is a
deal breaker of high magnitude

11/15/2017 1:51 PM

79 We sold our "starter" home with no garage and had a hard time finding a newer home in Lansing
to purchase. Homes had garages but were old and in need of many repairs.

11/15/2017 10:39 AM

80 Don't have enough money for down payment 11/15/2017 1:10 AM

81 Newer 11/14/2017 9:54 PM

82 Not having enough money for a down payment 11/14/2017 9:00 PM

83 Down payment when we bought first house 11/14/2017 8:44 PM

84 affordable homes 11/14/2017 8:40 PM

85 Limited number of affordable homes for sale 11/14/2017 8:24 PM

86 affordable homes for sale. 11/14/2017 8:08 PM

87 Credit 11/14/2017 7:44 PM

88 Can't afford to pay a home morgage 11/14/2017 7:06 PM

89 Limited number of of larger, high quality homes for salesame 11/14/2017 7:05 PM

90 Have help with financing bc of credit rating. I have a lot of student debt. We are very good with
making payment but due to our credit score we can’t get a mortgage.

11/14/2017 6:48 PM

91 Finding a bank to give me a loan for my home 11/14/2017 6:37 PM

92 Affordability 11/14/2017 6:36 PM

93 Not enough for down payment. 11/14/2017 6:09 PM

94 Affordable housing all on one level and in the country 11/14/2017 5:37 PM

95 Poor credit rating affects my ability to quality for financing. 11/14/2017 5:16 PM

96 Rental properties around here is very slim or outrageous in rent per month 11/14/2017 5:10 PM

97 Finding an updated but affordable home to purchase 11/14/2017 5:08 PM

98 Both 11/14/2017 5:06 PM

99 Limited affordable housing 11/14/2017 4:58 PM

100 Affordable housing 11/14/2017 4:53 PM

101 Lots for sale in Waukon that aren't overpriced for size 11/14/2017 4:49 PM
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102 Shortage of high quality rental property 11/14/2017 4:43 PM

103 Finding decent priced homes for rent or decent landlords. 11/14/2017 4:32 PM

104 Rental 11/14/2017 4:28 PM

105 Limited number of family-sized homes in Lansing that are affordable for young families 11/13/2017 4:59 PM

106 Lack of new homes available. Want a usable basement that doesn't get wet. 11/12/2017 11:40 AM

107 DON'T HAVE ENOUGH MONEY FOR REQUIRED DOWN PAYMENT ON A HOME 11/9/2017 10:09 AM

108 Trouble qualifying for home financing because of my credit rating 11/7/2017 9:51 AM

109 Shortage of affordable rental housing that is pet friendly 11/7/2017 9:32 AM
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Q12 Where do you see yourself living in the future (Answer where
applicable):

Answered: 518 Skipped: 11

58.88%
285

50.62%
245

44.83%
217

65.08%
315

 
484

24.00%
12

40.00%
20

30.00%
15

36.00%
18

 
50

20.59%
21

30.39%
31

45.10%
46

50.00%
51

 
102

in 3 years in 5 years in 10 years in 15 years

Same community

Different
community in...

Different
county

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

 IN 3 YEARS IN 5 YEARS IN 10 YEARS IN 15 YEARS TOTAL RESPONDENTS

Same community

Different community in Allamakee County

Different county
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Q13 Where do you see yourself living in the future (Answer where
applicable):

Answered: 524 Skipped: 5

Same house

Different
house of...

Smaller house

Larger house

Senior
Apartment
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59.67%
250

47.73%
200

40.81%
171

49.16%
206

 
419

31.18%
29

36.56%
34

39.78%
37

39.78%
37

 
93

28.74%
25

20.69%
18

32.18%
28

51.72%
45

 
87

34.48%
30

48.28%
42

39.08%
34

27.59%
24

 
87

9.52%
2

19.05%
4

42.86%
9

42.86%
9

 
21

12.00%
3

28.00%
7

40.00%
10

52.00%
13

 
25

6.67%
1

26.67%
4

13.33%
2

53.33%
8

 
15

in 3 years in 5 years in 10 years in 15 years

Apartment

Senior housing
development

Assisted Living

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

 IN 3 YEARS IN 5 YEARS IN 10 YEARS IN 15 YEARS TOTAL RESPONDENTS

Same house

Different house of similar size

Smaller house

Larger house

Senior Apartment

Senior housing development

Assisted Living
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Q14 Please rate the following aspects of your living environment:
Answered: 523 Skipped: 6

House
condition...

Exterior
appearance o...

Yard/lot size

Size of living
space
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Adequate
heating

Quality of
neighborhood

Distance from
work

Occupancy costs

2 / 3

Allamakee County Resident Housing Survey SurveyMonkey



39.85%
208

34.87%
182

17.62%
92

7.09%
37

0.57%
3

 
522

33.65%
175

35.77%
186

22.12%
115

6.73%
35

1.73%
9

 
520

41.81%
217

31.79%
165

17.15%
89

7.32%
38

1.93%
10

 
519

36.99%
192

28.90%
150

24.08%
125

8.48%
44

1.54%
8

 
519

43.27%
225

33.27%
173

18.85%
98

4.04%
21

0.58%
3

 
520

41.12%
213

34.94%
181

17.37%
90

4.25%
22

2.32%
12

 
518

44.68%
214

24.84%
119

18.37%
88

8.14%
39

3.97%
19

 
479

23.80%
119

30.80%
154

32.80%
164

10.80%
54

1.80%
9

 
500

8.84%
44

13.45%
67

16.27%
81

24.10%
120

37.35%
186

 
498

Excellent Very Good Good Fair Poor

Handicap
accessibility
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 EXCELLENT VERY GOOD GOOD FAIR POOR TOTAL

House condition (structural safety, sanitation, etc)

Exterior appearance of home

Yard/lot size

Size of living space

Adequate heating

Quality of neighborhood

Distance from work

Occupancy costs

Handicap accessibility
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90.96% 473

9.04% 47

Q15 Are you sharing housing with someone else because you have to in
order to afford it?

Answered: 520 Skipped: 9

TOTAL 520

No

Yes

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

No

Yes
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60.04% 311

20.46% 106

7.92% 41

4.05% 21

10.42% 54

Q16 If housing that better suits your needs was available, how would you
feel about moving or selling your home?

Answered: 518 Skipped: 11

Total Respondents: 518  

No desire to
move/sell

Would like to
move/sell

Definitely
want to...

Definitely
expect to...

Definitely
plan to...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

No desire to move/sell

Would like to move/sell

Definitely want to move/sell

Definitely expect to move/sell

Definitely plan to move/sell
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Q17 If you want to move but haven't, what is preventing you from
moving?

Answered: 160 Skipped: 369

# RESPONSES DATE

1 Finding the right house. 1/8/2018 11:59 AM

2 Affordable housing close to shopping 12/30/2017 1:14 PM

3 cost/affordability 12/30/2017 11:41 AM

4 Can't afford to. 12/28/2017 10:03 AM

5 Cost 12/27/2017 8:45 PM

6 availability of smaller condo which doesn't cost as much as a house 12/27/2017 4:38 PM

7 We would probably not be able to sell our home for anywhere near what we have spent on it. 12/27/2017 1:39 PM

8 Very few homes that are priced as what I think is reasonable. Difficult to purchase on one income
alone

12/26/2017 9:06 PM

9 Kids still in school. 12/26/2017 9:54 AM

10 Too much junk to move 12/22/2017 8:21 AM

11 availability of housing 12/21/2017 1:48 PM

12 Ability to sell home at current value 12/21/2017 12:12 PM

13 Waiting for a farm/acreage in the "right area" to purchase 12/21/2017 11:54 AM

14 cost and lack of house choices in the area 12/21/2017 10:43 AM

15 We would like to live within the Allamakee Community school district, but outside of Waukon. No
affordable land for sale in the size we want. Most land is either 3 to 5 acres or over 100, no middle
options.

12/21/2017 10:35 AM

16 We would like to find a farm within our price range. 12/21/2017 9:12 AM

17 Havent found the right home for the right price. 12/20/2017 1:52 PM

18 Affordable farm for sale, currently live in town 12/20/2017 9:51 AM

19 down payment/cost of new larger home 12/19/2017 3:40 PM

20 Need more income to upgrade to a larger home 12/18/2017 12:54 PM

21 Financing 12/15/2017 4:18 PM

22 Nicer homes for sale priced under $250k 12/14/2017 2:45 PM

23 currently building a home, in transition. 12/14/2017 9:35 AM

24 Nothing available. 12/12/2017 3:11 PM

25 not quite ready; trying to downsize stuff; haven't found anything we can afford in a location we like 12/8/2017 8:34 PM

26 Money 12/8/2017 12:09 PM

27 Have not found a more appealing option 12/8/2017 11:50 AM

28 No available one level home or condo available 12/6/2017 10:04 PM

29 saving to build. 12/6/2017 2:21 PM

30 affordable land in the country 12/6/2017 1:31 PM

31 Would like to build an affordable house on parents farm. 12/6/2017 1:06 PM

32 Money 12/5/2017 6:32 PM
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33 Would like to build. Need to save money to build. 12/5/2017 11:58 AM

34 Finding a place that allows pets, as well as not being able to get a 1st time home loan because I
don't have 20% down and I make too much money for a USDA loan.

12/5/2017 11:43 AM

35 money 12/5/2017 11:29 AM

36 There are no nice smaller homes that are affordable in Lansing. 11/30/2017 2:23 PM

37 Time and not sure where to relocate. Husband is a full time student in a doctorate program, so
although we are looking, still unsure of where he will find a job when graduated.

11/30/2017 1:57 PM

38 Currently taking care of my elderly parents 11/30/2017 8:44 AM

39 Cost, jobs 11/29/2017 11:38 AM

40 waiting for the right house, one that meets our wants and needs, in the desired location 11/29/2017 8:56 AM

41 Lack of houses available in communities we are interested in. 11/29/2017 8:54 AM

42 Waiting for child to graduate 11/29/2017 8:53 AM

43 child in school - close to work 11/28/2017 5:50 PM

44 NA 11/28/2017 12:56 PM

45 Lack of housing 11/28/2017 12:48 PM

46 Finding something svailable on one level and affordable. 11/28/2017 12:35 PM

47 Money 11/28/2017 11:30 AM

48 $ 11/28/2017 11:17 AM

49 Nice homes available. City needs to provide incentives to build. no taxes for a few years or
something

11/28/2017 10:21 AM

50 Housing options and money. 11/28/2017 9:16 AM

51 work 11/28/2017 8:59 AM

52 Difficulty obtaining financing due to poor credit and down payment. 11/28/2017 8:55 AM

53 finding something in my price range that fits my needs . 11/28/2017 8:54 AM

54 Cost of relocating 11/27/2017 6:12 PM

55 My husband 11/27/2017 4:26 PM

56 Cost of rural housing/land 11/27/2017 2:01 PM

57 built our home that we needed 11/26/2017 10:26 PM

58 Finding lot to build by river 11/25/2017 8:25 PM

59 Money 11/24/2017 6:10 AM

60 Sale of property 11/23/2017 6:40 PM

61 My husband wishes to stay there. Family Farm 11/22/2017 3:50 PM

62 Trying to find land in the country to build a forever home and get out of Waukon ASAP 11/22/2017 3:26 PM

63 Finances 11/22/2017 1:03 PM

64 Limited quality homes that meet our needs and wants; also our priority is getting children through
college and covering those costs

11/22/2017 11:43 AM

65 Economy 11/22/2017 9:19 AM

66 I would to have a condo, but they are way to expensive in Allamakee County. 11/22/2017 9:00 AM

67 Being able to afford to move 11/22/2017 8:34 AM

68 Money 11/21/2017 10:16 PM

69 Owning our business 11/21/2017 5:25 PM

70 affording down payment and monthly payments 11/21/2017 4:11 PM

2 / 5

Allamakee County Resident Housing Survey SurveyMonkey



71 Finding something that is updated and has in-home office. 11/21/2017 3:54 PM

72 Credit 11/21/2017 3:06 PM

73 PERSONAL 11/21/2017 2:49 PM

74 House needs some work before putting on the market 11/21/2017 1:32 PM

75 Cost of housing. 11/21/2017 11:56 AM

76 Currently working part time and can't afford rent/mortgage. 11/21/2017 10:23 AM

77 lack of quality homes in the community/ over pricing on poorly built homes 11/21/2017 8:39 AM

78 Monthly payment too high 11/20/2017 10:24 PM

79 Something affordable 11/20/2017 8:48 PM

80 Lack of farm availability 11/20/2017 4:14 PM

81 Time and money 11/20/2017 12:29 PM

82 Finding a home to purchase within my price range and having the funds for down payment on a
house.

11/20/2017 11:40 AM

83 Our home is not an age in place home. It is not handicap accessible and I anticipate when it is
paid for that we will be looking for something that would better meet our needs as we age and
anticipate those possible needs.

11/20/2017 10:52 AM

84 On a 3-year plan. Grown daughter is living with me presently. Hoping she can do away with much
of her college debt after 3 years.

11/20/2017 10:43 AM

85 lack of housing for what I can afford 11/20/2017 10:40 AM

86 Money/affordability. 11/20/2017 10:17 AM

87 Finding right house and property 11/20/2017 10:14 AM

88 wrong time of year 11/19/2017 11:28 AM

89 Elderly, satisfied with my home for the present time. 11/18/2017 8:09 PM

90 Money 11/18/2017 1:48 PM

91 Finding the housing I want 11/17/2017 2:26 PM

92 Will be moving 11/17/2017 6:53 AM

93 Previous loans 11/17/2017 5:58 AM

94 Nothing available like I want 11/16/2017 10:46 PM

95 Lack of affordable housing in the areas I am searching in. 11/16/2017 7:36 PM

96 Finding the right home for a decent price 11/16/2017 4:44 PM

97 Utilities are too expensive everywhere now the city tacked a 3% fee on everything. 11/16/2017 3:33 PM

98 Nothing has came available that we are looking for. We are in search of a forever home in the
country.

11/16/2017 2:22 PM

99 Lots to do to this house before it would be ready to sell; we love it here anyway. 11/16/2017 1:44 PM

100 N/A 11/16/2017 12:41 PM

101 handicap 11/16/2017 12:36 PM

102 Cost of housing 11/16/2017 12:35 PM

103 Financial I 11/16/2017 12:29 PM

104 having our house ready to sell 11/16/2017 12:00 PM

105 Renovating current home 11/16/2017 11:13 AM

106 The lack of the cities long-term planning inhibits the number of upper income individuals looking
for a house of the size I own.

11/16/2017 10:50 AM

107 We are waiting to build a home on our newly acquired family farm. 11/16/2017 10:20 AM
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108 Cost 11/16/2017 9:46 AM

109 selling the house at the assessed value. 11/16/2017 8:50 AM

110 Money 11/16/2017 8:48 AM

111 money 11/16/2017 8:12 AM

112 Rent cost and pets 11/15/2017 11:26 PM

113 Work that needs to done on current home 11/15/2017 8:33 PM

114 Our current home suites our family, but if we grow we would need more space. 11/15/2017 8:01 PM

115 Hesitate to jump through all the hoops to build a new house, zoning, permits, future street
assessment uncertainty, storm sewer uncertainty, ever increasing city and county taxes and fees
for everything. ,

11/15/2017 7:19 PM

116 Finding a ranch style newer home in our area. 11/15/2017 3:16 PM

117 Lack of money 11/15/2017 3:14 PM

118 The costs of relocating and finding affordable housing 11/15/2017 1:51 PM

119 I want to move out of the area, and Iowa completely, but due to work, that isn't attainable until
closer to retirement.

11/15/2017 1:41 PM

120 finding a house to buy 11/15/2017 12:51 PM

121 house is priced too high 11/15/2017 11:46 AM

122 Employment keeps us here in Waukon in existing home 11/15/2017 11:43 AM

123 would like to build in next few years 11/15/2017 9:53 AM

124 Money 11/15/2017 1:45 AM

125 Money, desired location 11/15/2017 1:10 AM

126 Available ranch style homes 11/14/2017 9:54 PM

127 Money 11/14/2017 9:00 PM

128 money 11/14/2017 8:40 PM

129 We plan to move outside the city limits of New Albin at sometime in the future (5-10 years) for
more space ad privacy. We are prevented from moving at this time due to not quite having our
home loan paid off and it is easier for us to live in city limits, as we are near the elementary school
and daycare and have small children.

11/14/2017 8:33 PM

130 Daycare costs 11/14/2017 7:44 PM

131 Money and very few homes in the country that are affordable 11/14/2017 7:06 PM

132 No houses available that we are interested in and the price of houses 11/14/2017 7:00 PM

133 Income and credit score 11/14/2017 6:48 PM

134 Money 11/14/2017 6:36 PM

135 Intend to move closer to employment. Lack of grocery stores, restaurants, etc 11/14/2017 6:36 PM

136 Trying to relocate across the country is difficult. 11/14/2017 6:22 PM

137 Kids 11/14/2017 6:09 PM

138 Saving up for down payment and paying off other small loans first 11/14/2017 5:43 PM

139 work. 11/14/2017 5:40 PM

140 Finding a ranch style in the country. 11/14/2017 5:37 PM

141 Debt 11/14/2017 5:17 PM

142 Money 11/14/2017 5:16 PM

143 Mother doesn't want to. 11/14/2017 5:06 PM

144 Just sold my house..closing date is in December 11/14/2017 5:04 PM
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145 Selling or paying off current home 11/14/2017 5:03 PM

146 Our jobs 11/14/2017 4:58 PM

147 Money 11/14/2017 4:53 PM

148 Cost 11/14/2017 4:43 PM

149 Looking for a property to fit growing family and home business, would rather wait for the right
property than settle

11/14/2017 4:25 PM

150 Equity in my home and new job. 11/14/2017 3:55 PM

151 cost 11/13/2017 1:25 PM

152 Limited houses available, specific list of "needs" 11/13/2017 8:57 AM

153 Distance to work. Effect on quality of life and time spent with family due to increase in commute
time.

11/12/2017 11:40 AM

154 work / insurance / retirement 11/9/2017 12:39 PM

155 LOW INCOMES 11/9/2017 10:09 AM

156 Too much stuff to move. 11/8/2017 3:35 PM

157 Lack of acerage properties available 11/8/2017 8:50 AM

158 Money we would have no down payment and we would have to sell our current home before we
could buy a new home.

11/7/2017 9:51 AM

159 affording up-front moving costs, ie. deposits on property, utilities, etc. 11/7/2017 9:32 AM

160 Live on Family Farm. 11/7/2017 8:57 AM
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7.23% 36

92.77% 462

Q18 If you were to move to other housing, would you prefer to...
Answered: 498 Skipped: 31

TOTAL 498

Rent

Own

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Rent

Own
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Q19 If you were to move to other housing, would you want (select all that
apply)

Answered: 511 Skipped: 18

1 bathroom

2 bathrooms

3 bathrooms

4 or more
bathrooms

1 bedroom

2 bedrooms

3 bedrooms

4 or more
bedrooms

One-story

Two-story

Handicap
accessible

Energy
efficient

Attached Garage

Detached Garage

Large yard size

Small yard size

Home in the
country

Home less than
10 years old
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6.85% 35

72.80% 372

22.11% 113

3.33% 17

1.96% 10

22.31% 114

41.68% 213

28.18% 144

62.43% 319

25.83% 132

34.44% 176

82.78% 423

89.63% 458

8.41% 43

51.27% 262

27.98% 143

44.03% 225

37.77% 193

8.41% 43

8.81% 45

11.15% 57

18.20% 93

6.65% 34

Home more than
10 years old

Rental that
allows pets

Home closer to
my work

Home close to
schools, par...

Close to
desirable...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

1 bathroom

2 bathrooms

3 bathrooms

4 or more bathrooms

1 bedroom

2 bedrooms

3 bedrooms

4 or more bedrooms

One-story

Two-story

Handicap accessible

Energy efficient

Attached Garage

Detached Garage

Large yard size

Small yard size

Home in the country

Home less than 10 years old

Home more than 10 years old

Rental that allows pets

Home closer to my work

Home close to schools, parks, medical, and other amenities

Close to desirable locations, if so, what?
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Total Respondents: 511  
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Q20 If you were to move to other housing, would you consider the
following options?

Answered: 508 Skipped: 21

Buy a duplex
and rent out...

Buy a single
family home

Buy a
townhouse or...

Buy in a
seniors-only...
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Rent a single
family home

Rent in a
duplex

Rent in a tri-
or four-plex

Rent an
apartment in...
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52.21%
248

27.79%
132

11.58%
55

7.37%
35

1.05%
5

 
475

2.89%
14

3.71%
18

7.42%
36

38.35%
186

47.63%
231

 
485

Definitely Not Probably Not Not Sure Probably Yes

Definitely Yes

Rent in a
seniors-only...

Assisted
living facility

Build a new
home

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

 DEFINITELY
NOT

PROBABLY
NOT

NOT
SURE

PROBABLY
YES

DEFINITELY
YES

TOTAL

Buy a duplex and rent out 1/2

Buy a single family home
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35.82%
168

25.37%
119

20.26%
95

15.78%
74

2.77%
13

 
469

50.43%
236

25.43%
119

16.24%
76

7.26%
34

0.64%
3

 
468

48.30%
227

27.66%
130

10.85%
51

10.85%
51

2.34%
11

 
470

59.14%
275

24.52%
114

11.18%
52

4.52%
21

0.65%
3

 
465

65.51%
302

23.64%
109

8.89%
41

1.95%
9

0.00%
0

 
461

69.48%
321

21.21%
98

7.58%
35

1.73%
8

0.00%
0

 
462

60.81%
284

19.49%
91

14.35%
67

4.93%
23

0.43%
2

 
467

59.83%
277

19.65%
91

14.90%
69

5.18%
24

0.43%
2

 
463

19.28%
91

23.09%
109

22.46%
106

22.03%
104

13.14%
62

 
472

Buy a townhouse or condominium

Buy in a seniors-only development

Rent a single family home

Rent in a duplex

Rent in a tri- or four-plex

Rent an apartment in building with 5+
units

Rent in a seniors-only development

Assisted living facility

Build a new home
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23.99% 113

10.62% 50

33.97% 160

18.90% 89

8.49% 40

2.55% 12

0.42% 2

0.42% 2

0.64% 3

Q21 About how much per month is your rent or mortgage payment?
Answered: 471 Skipped: 58

TOTAL 471

$0

$1 - $400

$401 - $800

$801 - $1,200

$1,201 - $1,600

$1,601 - $2,000

$2,001 - $2,500

$2,501 - $3,000

$3,001 or more

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

$0

$1 - $400

$401 - $800

$801 - $1,200

$1,201 - $1,600

$1,601 - $2,000

$2,001 - $2,500

$2,501 - $3,000

$3,001 or more
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24.45% 123

67.99% 342

5.77% 29

0.80% 4

0.80% 4

0.20% 1

Q22 About how much is your average monthly cost for utilities (heat,
electricity, water and sewer)?

Answered: 503 Skipped: 26

TOTAL 503

Less than $200

$201 - $600

$601 - $1000

$1,001 - $1,500

$1,501 - $2,000

More than
$2,000

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Less than $200

$201 - $600

$601 - $1000

$1,001 - $1,500

$1,501 - $2,000

More than $2,000
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3.81% 18

36.86% 174

32.84% 155

16.74% 79

5.51% 26

2.33% 11

0.64% 3

1.27% 6

Q23 If you were to move to a different home, how much could you afford
to spend per month on your rent or mortgage payment?

Answered: 472 Skipped: 57

TOTAL 472

$0 - $200

$201 - $600

$601 - $1,000

$1,001 - $1,500

$1,501 - $2,000

$2,001 - $2,500

$2,501 - $3,000

Over $3,000

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

$0 - $200

$201 - $600

$601 - $1,000

$1,001 - $1,500

$1,501 - $2,000

$2,001 - $2,500

$2,501 - $3,000

Over $3,000
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Q24 How far away are you willing to live from the following facilities and
services?

Answered: 512 Skipped: 17

My workplace

Medical clinic
or hospital

Childcare
providers
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My children's
school

Fitness center
or gym

Indoor
swimming pool

Outdoor
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Outdoor
swimming pool

Golf course

Playground /
open space park

Recreation
trail
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Movie theater

Retail shops &
grocery stores

Restaurants
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19.80%
97

24.08%
118

35.31%
173

10.00%
49

1.63%
8

9.18%
45

 
490

17.86%
90

24.21%
122

40.87%
206

13.29%
67

2.38%
12

1.39%
7

 
504

6.60%
31

12.77%
60

13.19%
62

0.64%
3

0.21%
1

66.60%
313

 
470

9.96%
47

23.73%
112

17.37%
82

0.21%
1

0.00%
0

48.73%
230

 
472

22.92%
110

24.17%
116

19.58%
94

1.67%
8

0.21%
1

31.46%
151

 
480

8.23%
39

11.18%
53

15.19%
72

6.75%
32

1.90%
9

56.75%
269

 
474

11.68%
55

18.90%
89

19.11%
90

2.34%
11

0.42%
2

47.56%
224

 
471

7.61%
36

8.46%
40

12.68%
60

5.07%
24

1.90%
9

64.27%
304

 
473

23.42%
111

28.27%
134

16.46%
78

1.27%
6

0.21%
1

30.38%
144

 
474

Less than 5 miles Up to 10 miles Up to 25 miles Up to 50 miles

50 miles or more I don't plan to use this amenity

Bars,
breweries an...

Other (please
write in below)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

 LESS THAN
5 MILES

UP TO 10
MILES

UP TO 25
MILES

UP TO 50
MILES

50 MILES OR
MORE

I DON'T PLAN TO USE
THIS AMENITY

TOTAL

My workplace

Medical clinic or
hospital

Childcare providers

My children's
school

Fitness center or
gym

Indoor swimming
pool

Outdoor swimming
pool

Golf course

Playground / open
space park
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21.31%
101

24.26%
115

25.74%
122

2.74%
13

1.05%
5

24.89%
118

 
474

9.49%
45

13.50%
64

39.87%
189

14.56%
69

2.32%
11

20.25%
96

 
474

29.47%
145

28.25%
139

30.89%
152

8.13%
40

1.22%
6

2.03%
10

 
492

28.16%
138

31.22%
153

31.43%
154

6.73%
33

0.20%
1

2.24%
11

 
490

17.83%
84

20.38%
96

27.81%
131

7.86%
37

0.64%
3

25.48%
120

 
471

15.38%
14

12.09%
11

10.99%
10

3.30%
3

2.20%
2

56.04%
51

 
91

Recreation trail

Movie theater

Retail shops &
grocery stores

Restaurants

Bars, breweries
and taverns

Other (please write
in below)
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45.13% 227

18.09% 91

37.57% 189

Q25 Do you feel that city or county funds should be spent to address any
of the above situations?

Answered: 503 Skipped: 26

Total Respondents: 503  

Yes

No

Don't know

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Yes

No

Don't know
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Q26 What else would you like to share with the housing study leaders?
Answered: 113 Skipped: 416

# RESPONSES DATE

1 Congratulations to the leaders for building a grand new law enforcement center and an awesome
fire department building. Our town needs more street lights in the residential areas for safety. Also
sidewalks where there are none. Also, there are many rough streets with cracked worn out
concrete that need to be replaced. Look to the future if you want people to live here. There are also
structures within the city limits that are eyesores, worn out that need to come down or remodeled.
Look at what Mr. Sweeney did no the northside of town where hay auctions are held. Take pride in
the community, it will pay off. Your county shop should be in the country to avoid noise and driving
heavy trucks on city streets and safe for children and people walking on the street where there are
no sidewalks. Hay auctions would also be better conducted in the country away from the city.
Many of the loads of hay and straw are not tied down or strapped down, which is a hazard and
against the law. It takes planning, but surely it can be done.

1/10/2018 9:01 AM

2 The rental market in Postville has become very difficult and unprofitable since the raid at Agri in
2008. Tenant incomes have not risen. There has been a surplus of housing and rents have come
down. However, utilities have increased substantially, making it impossible for a single person to
afford and pay for a "single person" unit. It takes two incomes for a rental unit to cash flow for most
tenants working in the $8-$12 per hour range. Also, cost of repairs have risen dramatically-
flooring, door, windows and appliances all cost substantially more (up to 30-50%) in the last 8
years. Providing housing in Postville's market is not profitable at the present wage level and cost of
ownership. After 30 years, we are looking to sell our last two rental units.

1/10/2018 8:57 AM

3 We need affordable housing for families and seniors. 1/10/2018 8:50 AM

4 When cost of living increases, wages do not. 1/10/2018 8:45 AM

5 We need our city roads in better shape. 1/8/2018 12:24 PM

6 I think there should be more decent low-income housing. 1/8/2018 12:14 PM

7 I am 85. When I no longer want to live along, my daughter and son in law have invited me to their
home.

1/8/2018 12:10 PM

8 Need cheaper condos 1/8/2018 12:05 PM

9 Waukon and other areas/cities in Allamakee County have a shortage of desirable rental housing
for those people that are not low or moderate income levels.

1/4/2018 1:40 PM

10 It's hard to find good renters for single-family homes in the country. Will you do a study on the
current availability of rental properties?

1/4/2018 12:26 PM

11 I think there is a need for more senior housing--own or rent, handicap-accessible. 12/29/2017 3:09 PM

12 There needs to be more affordable housing in Harpers Ferry to attract younger families and also
more opportunities for jobs. We are pretty much a retirement community and a resort community
with many part-time summer residents, many of who have higher incomes than the full time
residents and can therefore afford higher housing costs. This has raised the value of our property
and is another reason that young families cannot afford to live here. Our bank recently closed
which is a huge hit to the community. Steps have been taken to attract another bank but so far,
this has not happened. There is a bank that has shown interest but the owners of the bank building
that is now sitting empty do not seem interested in selling to another bank. A bank is vital to a
community so there are some definite issues right now that are negatively impacting Harpers and
the future growth and success of our city. A nursing home in Harpers would be a big plus because
the older people have to leave here if they need to go to a home and that is very hard on our
seniors. It would also provide jobs.

12/27/2017 2:52 PM

13 Considering all the projects our city and county have spent money on in the past years, I wish they
would focus on spending money on promoting job creation

12/27/2017 1:39 PM

14 There needs to be more housing available in Postville. This is a growing community with no
housing for those who live here let alone those who wish to move here for work.

12/27/2017 10:26 AM
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15 Are mortgage institutions making sure that when they are loaning money their is enough money in
that household for them to no only make the payment on the mortgage but not strap them that they
cannot make major improvements when needed in the near future or can that make the
homeowner make those major improvements at the time of the purchase so they are not facing
any major improvements within the first 10 years but can concentrate on paying off the mortgage.
If that is not forseeable then the couple or individual probably cannot afford the home and needs to
rent. Some people think just because they are paying all that money in rent they should be owning
but those are usually the ones that never should have been allowed to purchase a home in the
first place because they are unable to make the updates and maintenance needed on the
property. Our banks have been guilty of this and young property owners or couples do not
understand the value of a good roof and new windows in a home or new heating system. Over the
length of the loan those upgrades done upfront can be minimum addtl cost to the home loan.

12/26/2017 8:53 AM

16 I would like to have a volunteer group help people dress-up the outside of their houses/ yards for
an improved neighborhood appearance.

12/24/2017 8:19 PM

17 Waukon streets are in bad shape and we are spending money on a new police station and we are
a dying down with a new sheriff office, library fire station and why does a dying town need these
million dollar facility and a person can not drive down the street with out wrecking your car!!!!

12/21/2017 6:45 PM

18 A lot of rural housing in Allamakee County could be higher quality with investments in restoring
and cleaning up properties. There are too many abandoned farm homes and properties that are
degrading or becoming low income/low quality rentals. There needs to be more
incentives/ordinances to keep these properties form turning into slums. I have no issue with people
keeping old cars and junk on property but not if its unorganized and unused. Neighboring
properties become less desirable and it reduces the value of the area. The cost of housing is less
in this county and could be filled if they remained in better quality. The HWY 9 corridor could have
expanded quality housing between Decorah and Waukon.

12/21/2017 12:12 PM

19 property taxes should be comparable through out the county. 12/21/2017 10:38 AM

20 need resturants 12/20/2017 10:36 AM

21 We need to be more financially aggressive to attract new and expand existing employers.
Winneshiek (Decorah) and Fayette (Oelwien) County have done a great job of growing. We need
to find out and copy what they have done. We can invest a lot of dollars to increase tax base over
many years while creating a demand for more employees.

12/20/2017 9:51 AM

22 Safe, maintained, recreational trails for walking, jogging, and biking could add to the county's
attractions/tourism.

12/19/2017 3:40 PM

23 As advised by Economic Development rep, the number of trailers must be minimized. Makes lots
out of where trailers are to build homes.

12/16/2017 2:39 PM

24 I would like to see more housing options for low income people, other than trailer parks. I feel
another low income apartment complex would be utilized by many.

12/14/2017 9:35 AM

25 have the movie theater going good more jobs daycare we need rental apartments 12/11/2017 8:56 AM

26 Affordable housing in very short supply. 12/11/2017 8:40 AM

27 55+ community development with own indoor and outdoor recreational and activities center,
pub/restaurant

12/7/2017 2:22 PM

28 Along with additional housing needed, we need JOBS in the county that will support young
families along with supporting our schools.

12/7/2017 9:10 AM

29 There are a large amount of older homes in Waukon which need updating. Low interest rate
funding for that would be beneficial to the Waukon area.

12/6/2017 3:10 PM

30 If opportunities for employment existed in the county, housing needs would probably change. we
have 3 married children and 7 grandchildren --all live out of allamakee area!

12/6/2017 2:25 PM

31 Concentrating on new 'business' would influence this housing survey. Right now - Waukon and
Allamakee County is a bedroom community where people come to retire. New business are
needed more than housing in the immediate future!

12/6/2017 1:56 PM

32 Lots in town currently owned by WEDC are non negotiable in price. I know I own one. If they were
priced to sell cheap people could afford to build and put that money into the new home. More tax
revenew. It wont help me I have already purchased but may help someone in the future.

12/6/2017 1:31 PM

33 slow the traffic down on major streets 12/5/2017 10:25 PM
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34 I see a need for assisted living, not income based. 12/5/2017 9:07 PM

35 City should require all housing to have city sewer, water, and adequate storm sewer 12/5/2017 7:45 PM

36 Fix our streets 12/5/2017 1:57 PM

37 need new housing developments 12/5/2017 12:42 PM

38 My son would have loved to live in Lansing but the cost of housing is crazy for what you get. There
is also very few, if any, small acreages for sale. It is sad that young people can't find decent
housing in our town so they move away and take their children, which makes our schools suffer.

11/30/2017 2:23 PM

39 I would like to see the city/county require landlords to clean up the neiborhoods that have been
over ran by drugs and people who are involved in drugs. Or require property to be demolished.

11/30/2017 1:07 PM

40 invest in recreational trails, more bike lanes throughout city and county 11/29/2017 8:28 PM

41 I think they need to focus on getting more job opportunities in the county. 11/29/2017 11:05 AM

42 We are new to the community, just living here about a year. I am not sure we will stay long. The
community seems to dislike people who are new here/ not born or raised here.

11/29/2017 9:07 AM

43 If you want to keep residents in Allamakee County you should focus on paving roads, getting more
retail stores, grocery stores and recreational activities. We need to travel 30 plus miles to do
shopping, movies, etc.

11/29/2017 8:53 AM

44 Some requirements of landlords would be nice....rent that matches incomes for area 11/28/2017 5:50 PM

45 Waukon is safe, and a good place to raise a family. Fortunate to have the school system, medical
facilities, library, etc., like we have here. Would be great to have a safer walking/bike trail like a lot
of communities have. IF and WHEN I win any lottery, I promise to give money to expand a
walking/bike trail!!:)

11/28/2017 4:06 PM

46 Provide affordable housing 11/28/2017 12:35 PM

47 Because I am a pastor I'm provided a parsonage as part of my job so I have no rent/mortgage
costs and I know that I will eventually have to leave the community regardless of housing
availability.

11/28/2017 10:49 AM

48 We need to do a better job promoting for the youth. If we want our communities to thrive, we need
citizens. To get citizens, we need to promote something to get the young families to come and/or
stay.

11/28/2017 10:21 AM

49 We moved to Waukon 15 years ago and struggled to find a quality home of any age available. It's
disappointing to come to a new community and not be excited about your housing options. We love
the home we have now.

11/28/2017 9:44 AM

50 Better sewer system 11/28/2017 9:16 AM

51 I cannot stress enough the severe shortage of larger (3+ bedroom) rentals in decent condition. Our
family would be willing to live in an apartment building, if it meant we could have enough space for
our family that was clean, pest-free, and built in the last 100 years.

11/28/2017 8:55 AM

52 I feel that the streets need more attention at this time. I love my house & our community! 11/27/2017 11:18 PM

53 It is not desirable to live in a neighborhood full of barking dogs. 11/27/2017 7:33 PM

54 We must attract businesses and their workers to the area. If the lack of available, affordable
housing causes a company not to move into our area, then our tax dollars should be used to
attract new workers.

11/27/2017 4:26 PM

55 Harper's Ferry housing cost are extremely high due to the tourists that drive up prices.......and the
big farming operations along with out of area hunters (that pay big bucks for land that they hunt on
once a year) are making it impossible to buy a 20 acre piece of land so if you want to live in the
rural allamakee county you have to live in a housing development which in my opinion defeats the
purpose of living in rural areas.

11/27/2017 2:01 PM

56 It is very difficult for single parents to afford quality housing in Waukon due to the low wages in
Allamakee county. It is a struggle to pay the bills.

11/27/2017 11:16 AM

57 Very hard to do any walking outside in Waukon, no walking trails and sidewalks are in disrepair.
Great need in Waukon. Also in need of some nice condos that are handicap accessible and have
a little land with them

11/26/2017 10:26 PM
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58 We need more resources available for single parent families that fall between not qualifying for
public assistance but who cannot afford large home repairs (siding, roof, weatherization, windows,
heating/cooling, etc)

11/26/2017 4:36 PM

59 Please recommend the Lansing swimming poolessons be maintained and updated. This is a
priceless safety feature in our community.

11/26/2017 1:19 PM

60 Lots for sale 11/23/2017 6:40 PM

61 I would say a big issue is individuals and families not qualifying for home loans through a bank.
Many families end up paying just as much or more to rent as they would for a house payment and
are missing the opportunity to build equity.

11/23/2017 11:24 AM

62 When we moved to Waukon & were looking for a rental, it was difficult to find one that met our
needs. We were looking for a clean & quality rental with access to a garage. When we couldn't find
any vacancies that met that criteria, we ended up renting a home that was on the market and not
selling; unfortunately we paid more to rent the place than a mortgage would've been if we bought
the place, but because we didn't have any other options at the time we moved here, we were
forced to pay the price. It would be nice to have better options for higher quality rentals.

11/22/2017 4:06 PM

63 Glad you are keeping on top of this. Important for the community! 11/22/2017 3:50 PM

64 Seriously look into revitalization of neighborhoods vs sprawl; repair the streets and sidewalks to
make it a walkable community; connect sidewalks and bike trails to key services - grocery stores,
downtown, pool, park, wellness center, medical clinic, library, etc; develop a street improvement
plan; tear down crappy housing; enforce housing rules - limit junk cars and vehicles in yards,
unfinished home projects; vacant building that are becoming run-down -- these things detract from
safe and desirable living spaces; look into better lighting so people can safely walk at night;
explore a solar and/or wind field to provide community electricity coop; we need better broadband
internet so more people can access viable work from home jobs yet enjoy the small town
atmosphere Waukon can offer

11/22/2017 11:43 AM

65 The city should encage with the community and ask the needs of the people. There are so many
families that move in to this county and move out after a bit due to lack of resources, civilization,
and not developing. The county fund should be spent the people needs.

11/22/2017 9:19 AM

66 Both rental housing and decent homes for sale in Allamakee County are very expensive in relation
to what our wages are. Due to out of control healthcare costs as well as other cost of living
increases, my family is much worse off financially than we were 10 years ago. My family feels the
best thing to do is leave Allamakee County to try to find better paying jobs and more affordable
housing, which is a very difficult choice to make.

11/22/2017 8:34 AM

67 Access to good sidewalks 11/21/2017 6:15 PM

68 Make it easier for the young people to get housing loans. That is why they leave! There is nothing
keeping them in Allamakee county!

11/21/2017 5:25 PM

69 Nicer pool and more affordable utility bills. Decent cell service. 11/21/2017 1:32 PM

70 Waukon is a "dying" community it is sad that younger generations wanting to stay in the
community are forced to locate to other communities due to over priced housing market along with
poor city tax control, like home owners being taxed on street updates in front of their house, or
water run off of their home because the city of Waukon did poor planning and our "quick fixes" are
back firing. This community needs the younger generations to stay otherwise we will continue to
go down the path that we have which is become a ghost town.

11/21/2017 8:39 AM

71 Waste of time doing this when there are no jobs. We are the poorest county in Iowa. This town
has absolutely nothing to offer. I work in Decorah and they refer to it as a bedroom town

11/20/2017 8:48 PM

72 We have homeless in our area. Wish there was some kind of temporary shelter for these people. 11/20/2017 7:47 PM

73 I think we need more affordable, good housing options for young low income families and seniors.
We have enough large, single family homes.

11/20/2017 5:01 PM

74 I recently had to assist my aunt in finding housing. She needed a low income and preferred a
ground level place. She is 64 and we had hoped to get something that she would not have to move
again. We had very few choices and had to take an apartment on third floor. We know she will not
be able to remain in this place as she ages.

11/20/2017 10:52 AM

75 Streets need work. 11/20/2017 10:43 AM
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76 I owned previous house for 9 years recently moved to current home 1 month ago. Happen to know
owner was selling so was bought before listed with realtor. This information would have changed
above answers. Would have been looking for newer, larger and energy efficient home. Was
blessed to have this opportunity being not houses on market that would have fit my preferences as
the current one does.

11/20/2017 10:13 AM

77 My other property offers all of the options above. 11/19/2017 11:28 AM

78 Stricter rules on the owner keeping their own property presentable and in good condition. 11/18/2017 8:09 PM

79 Some residents need confidential assistance to discuss affordable options if they cannot afford
their current residences or cannot safely live where they are. City must be firm about physical
appearance of the town. Example, cars in yards discourage potential residents from moving here.
There is a need for additional quality moderately priced condos so older residents can afford to sell
their homes and move to a smaller space. It is extremely important that any new housing be built in
a quality manner. Cutting corners should not be an option. If new subdivisions are a consideration,
these need to be carefully plotted with streets, curb and gutter completed prior to lot sale.

11/17/2017 4:04 PM

80 Bring in businesses like Menards..creates more jobs, more housing, places to build or rent. 11/17/2017 3:22 PM

81 our area is in need of a good medium income homes to buy and better apartment housing for
single parents

11/16/2017 10:46 PM

82 Just built newer home, struggling with the payment increase beginning in December along with the
cost of our health insurance.

11/16/2017 8:06 PM

83 Real Estate planning, development, ownership, or direct involvement should not be persuaded or
dictated by any government entity.

11/16/2017 3:33 PM

84 Need newer updated developments for functioning seniors with garages to live Very little available
in this area but a lot of retired people with resources to afford nice housing but very few options

11/16/2017 3:11 PM

85 I find it difficult to fund repair/maintenance of my home consistently. 11/16/2017 2:12 PM

86 We would love to personally buy the ugly trailer park in New Albin and do something else with it to
fill the need but it's not for sale.

11/16/2017 1:44 PM

87 more rental ,we lost a trailor park and now bee hive 11/16/2017 12:36 PM

88 Some sort of property tax discount for home improvements that are made to make a property more
sellable.

11/16/2017 12:00 PM

89 Housing within city limits should consider a transportation component for "walk-ability" to the
facilities/services. Plan for walking routes (sidewalks) that provide a safe way for residents to move
within the city limits from housing to services.

11/16/2017 11:46 AM

90 Stay away from low income – section 8 type housing. The type of social problems and needed
meniscal finding such as police, social services, and economic support, do not make these viable.

11/16/2017 10:50 AM

91 There should be more affordable rentals available, especially some that accept pets. 11/16/2017 9:46 AM

92 I do not feel that residents taxes should go up when making home improvements. 11/16/2017 7:51 AM

93 Working for people with disabilities, I know there is a large amount of people looking for handicap
accessible AND affordable housing. This is a gem to find if you can find any homes for rent at all
in Waukon.

11/15/2017 8:01 PM

94 Encourage people to build new housing by making it easier, one place to go for all the answers
about zoning, regulations and such.

11/15/2017 7:19 PM

95 I think that you should ask about availability of public transportation 11/15/2017 1:51 PM

96 Waukon is not a visually appealing place to live. Would like to see more green space and have the
look of more downtown buildings improved.

11/15/2017 11:43 AM

97 Many homes are fine, except the lack of sidewalks makes them inaccessible to the disabled and
elderly.

11/14/2017 10:31 PM

98 Smell and noise 11/14/2017 9:54 PM

99 I wish there was a Kwik trip in New Albin! 11/14/2017 7:44 PM

100 Would love walking trail not on highway 11/14/2017 7:34 PM
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101 Resources that are available to younger families trying to buy a home. Funding available financial
advisers

11/14/2017 6:48 PM

102 We need more in this community in order to keep families. Grocery stores, shopping, restaurants,
running/biking trails.

11/14/2017 6:36 PM

103 The taxes in Waukon are literally driving us out of this county. The city is in shambles and there is
no longer a strategy to fix this as it is too far gone. We pay over 4k in taxes and the city has
nothing to offer back but terrible roads and very little shopping or quality restaurants. Why should
we stay??

11/14/2017 6:22 PM

104 NA 11/14/2017 5:40 PM

105 We need more rentals in New Albin handicap accessible. There are too many single people
occupying houses that could be used for a family.

11/14/2017 5:04 PM

106 Lots in town a more like what Decorah charges, which Waukon and Decorah are very different
towns. I feel people may be more interested in building if lots were more reasonable

11/14/2017 4:49 PM

107 Access to reliable cell service and high speed internet is something that is a huge disadvantage to
many in this area and would be worth looking at in the future.

11/14/2017 4:29 PM

108 Possibly provide quality low income housing options for communities, I know there are not many in
New Albin.

11/14/2017 4:17 PM

109 Lack of pet friendly rentals 11/14/2017 4:09 PM

110 The city of Waukon should be enforcing an ordinance to make people clean up their yards/homes.
I will give 2 examples. 204 5th St SW Waukon, IA 52172 204 4th Ave NW Waukon, IA 52172
When a house is for sale near a house kept like this, we won't even consider looking at it. The city
needs to lend a hand in keeping our neighborhoods looking nice.

11/13/2017 8:57 AM

111 I see zero bang for our dollar when it comes to this position or any of these surveys. This money
could be better spent fixing our infrastructure.

11/9/2017 8:16 AM

112 The age of the Allamakee housing stock means the is a lot of dilapidated housing which needs to
be addressed best by county funds and planning.

11/7/2017 2:04 PM

113 We burn wood to help keep heating costs down. If we had to dig a new well ($30,000+) or replace
sewer ($30,000?).

11/7/2017 8:57 AM
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