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Meeting Minutes 

Regional Planning Affiliation 1 (RPA-1) 

Transportation Advisory Group (TAG) meeting 

Wednesday, May 27th, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. 

This meeting took place via electronic means pursuant to the provisions of the Iowa Open Meetings 

Law, Section 21.8, Code of Iowa. 

As a result of the spread of COVID-19 in the state of Iowa and based on the latest guidance from the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, it was impractical for the Transportation Advisory Group 

to meet in person. Therefore, the meeting took place virtually via the Zoom electronic meeting 

platform. It was open to the public and those in attendance could hear the proceedings and provide 

comments and questions as appropriate. Public notice of the meeting was issued in accordance with 

Iowa Code Section 21.4. 

Members in attendance: Janna Diehl, NE Iowa Area Agency on Aging; Peggy Shea, Helping Services; 

Lori Egan, NEICAC EARL Transit; Amy Chicos, Iowa Vocational Rehabilitation Services; Lisa Curtin, 

WIOA Title 1 Director; Spif Slifka, Howard County Business and Tourism; 

Others in attendance: Michelle Barness, UERPC Regional Planner; Aaron Detter, UERPC 

Transportation Planner. 

1. Detter started the meeting off with a welcome and introductions, having those in attendance introduce 

themselves and talk about their work and background. 

2. Detter gave an overview of the Regional Planning Affiliation 1 (RPA-1) and described its functions, 

UERPC’s role, and the various planning activities and work products that UERPC is responsible 

completing and administering. 

3. Barness provided a background summary of the TAG and its recent activities. She said that the most 

recent project TAG had been working on was to consider various potential transit work routes in the five-

county region and the need to assist in workforce development. She said that typically the group would 

discuss the various goals of the region’s Passenger Transportation Plan (PPP). 

Detter added that that would be a good activity for the next meeting and that he would provide some 

additional information on that when he sends out the agenda and minutes about a week before the next 

meeting. 

Slifka mentioned the TAG had been involved with discussions for buses from Postville to Decorah to 

Cresco to Lime Springs and Upper Iowa Beef. 

4. Detter began a discussion of the group’s traditional membership and potential ways to reach out to 

bring other people into the group. 
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Egan discussed the healthcare link to public transportation and that getting healthcare and hospital folks 

involved would be good. Detter also mentioned schools, and Egan added park and recreation. Diehl 

added that it could be good to get someone from Spectrum to participate. 

5. Member took the opportunity to provide their own updates. 

Egan talked a bit about the COVID-19 era, informing the group that transit has been significantly 

impacted—from 95-98% down to 5-10% ridership in March. She said the majority of drivers are elderly and 

already at risk and that EARL Transit made the decision to mandate masks be worn by all riders. She 

added that EARL was approached by NE Iowa Area Agency on Aging to deliver meals on wheels,r which 

they have been doing. 

Diehl added that through the partnership with EARL Transit they are delivering 12,000 boxes of seven 

meals each to participants every week in an 18-county region. She said they are hoping by July 1st they 

can start with a daily hot meal again thgough contracting with Spectrum. She said they call their clients 

weekly asking about overall health. She added that there have been a couple instances of somebody 

going into the home of someone who had tested positive for COVID-19 and that they are focused on 

making sure everyone is safe. She said they are also working with restaurants and grocery stores to get 

food out to seniors. She added that masks are available to seniors by calling Lifelong Links at 800-779-

8707. 

Chicos gave updates on Iowa Vocational Rehabilitation Services saying that clients rely heavily on transit 

and taxis and people with disabilities have a higher rate of not having driver’s licenses. She said they are 

taking new referrals and that lack of transportation is a barrier for clients. She added that they provide a 

summer youth program and that they have had students who weren’t able to participate in these 

programs because they did not have transportation. 

Slifka added that Howard County has worked with LeRoy MN bus group and that she has those contacts. 

She also made the suggestion to Egan that earl put a mask on “EARL” in promoting COVID-19-related 

safety measures that EARL is taking. 

6. Detter informed members that they would need to have another TAG meeting before the end of the 

fiscal year and that he would be in touch with them to schedule a meeting for mid-to-late June. 
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